
Gibby Swayne Summary 9 March 2015 

Content: Gibby is a musician who worked as chamber maid & cook at Halsway in the 
late 60s and now is a Telling Tales Volunteer and in the Halsway shop. 

Gibby talked about: 
First visit to Halsway as a student at Dartington Hall 
Sings a verse of “2 Magicians” (collected by Cecil Sharp?) 
Interview with Donald & Margery Hunt for job as chamber maid 
Working as cook singing a capella while chopping vegetables & “sitting in” bands 
with her flute 
Bonfire night 1971 met her husband Richard Swaine who lived in Crowcombe; 
courting in the Halsway library; pineapple upside down cake with no flour; 

(musical bird clock strikes 3pm) 

Brute Force ceilidh band 54 people led by Brian Heaton (quantity rather than quality) 
rehearsed at Ken & Winifred Funnell’s Crowcomber Heathfield Farm; no electricity, 
stone flag kirchen floor fel in. 
Eileen & Graham Barratt (TT44 & 45) worked at Halsway then too 
Gibby’s Bands: Pop Wallace (?), Foot & Fiddle, Squeezum, Teasing the cat, Jeroka 
Thing loved about Halsway is to go just outside the door and enjoy the magic… 
always beautiful. 
works as a music therapist/ busked in Cork, Ireland 1984 -90 
Gibby’s father was a classical musician/composer/conductor, and she decided to 
move away from structured/classical to more earthy& rural music 
Changes at Halsway: Staff now work here as jobs, when she worked here it was 
because they loved the music 
She slept in the little room near the library 
Got married at Crowcombe church.. piano and Brute Force Band in the churchyard 

Gibby has returned to Halsway after several years and become a volunteer in the 
shop and the Telling Tales project. 

Play Shepherds Hey on pipe and Tabor 
Photo of Gibby and Pipe and Tabor standing at her house in Wellington 

 


