[image: image1.jpg]T

National Centre for Folk Arts




Give Voice
Friday 6 – Sun 8 Oct 2017
Welcome to Halsway Manor and the ‘Give Voice!’ weekend.

Below is the programme for the weekend. It’s correct at the time of going to press - any changes will be posted on the whiteboard in the entrance area. None of what is happening is compulsory – please feel free to pick and choose as you wish, and perhaps make the most of this beautiful area, and even the West Somerset Railway! The Kennedy-Grant Library will be available throughout the weekend, and there will be a chance to meet Library & Archives Manager Matt Rose on the Friday evening.
Although, like all Halsway events, Give Voice is billed as a ‘course’ it is actually a weekend of sharing songs, having a damn good sing in the bar – with learning and discovering opportunities! You need bring nothing but your voice; if you intend to go to the song-writing session you may wish to bring something you are working on. There is no prohibition on instruments!
Big Sings are about chorus songs which encourage everyone to join in. They’re not choir sessions. Please keep the mix varied and mostly, as Tom’s mentor Mervyn Vincent used to say, ‘light and lively’ (he also used to say ‘Sing, you buggers, sing’ – another sentiment we applaud!).
An educational charity established in 1965, The Halsway Manor Society is in the process of further development – both of the programme of activities and hopefully, with a lot of fundraising, of the facilities and capacity of the manor – you can see something of the idea on the plans on the corridor wall! We will be running a raffle during the weekend with proceeds to the development of the Manor. Please be generous. (If you wish to contribute a prize, it will be very welcome). You can also become a member of the Halsway Manor Society and have a vote on the future! – just ask the magnificent Manor staff for more details.
We’re looking forward to a great weekend with all of us sharing songs – we hope you are too!

Tom & Barbara

Give Voice! Weekend 2017 ~ programme
Friday:

from 4 pm
Arrive in the afternoon: rooms available from 4pm.

6:30 pm
Dinner in main hall, followed by time to socialise in the bar before
9:00-whenever
Big Sing in the bar (bring your chorus songs so everybody gets a chance to join in)
11:30 pm:
Bar closes.

Saturday:

8:30 am
Breakfast in main hall

9:30 - 12:00
Where’s my voice? – In the main hall: Benny Graham helps you find your voice, discover what it can do and how to look after it – with a tea/coffee break in the middle.

12:30 pm 
Lunchtime in the main hall.
1:30 – 3:30
Big Sing in the bar

OR

Sing Us a Story   A theme session, sharing narrative songs.  Led by Barbara Brown.
3:30 pm
Afternoon tea in foyer.
4:00 – 5:30 
Hark to the old ways. In the library – Tom Brown spends a while listening to recordings of some favourite old traditional singers and contemplating how they sing.  
 
OR
4:00 – 5:30 
Making the Song. In the Main Hall – A workshop with Paul Wilson exploring the intricacies of making songs. With help, advice and experimentation.
6:30 pm
Dinner in the main hall.
8:00 – whenever
Big Sing in the bar.
11:30 pm
Bar closes

Sunday: 

8:30 am  
Breakfast in main hall

9:30 – 12:00  
I can do that! – For those who would like feedback on their solo singing, assistance in feeling more confident, and how to approach songs, including accompaniments.  With Tom, John, Benny or Paul. Meet in bar and chose your mentor. Workshops in various small rooms. 
 
OR
  
Death, Doom & Destruction! (in the main hall). A theme session, sharing songs on a subject which most people should be able to find a song about.  Led by Barbara Brown – with a tea/coffee break in the middle.
12:30 pm
Lunchtime in the main hall.

1:30 – 3:30
Big Sing in the bar.

4:00 pm  
The famous Halsway Cream Tea!

5:00-6:30 pm
Mini concert– with weekend leaders: Tom & Barbara Brown, Benny Graham, Sartin & Paul.
THE GIVE VOICE WEEKEND OFFICIALLY FINISHES AT 6:30, BUT FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BOOKED
TO STAY ON FOR THE SURVIVORS SESSION AND SUNDAY NIGHT: -
7:00 pm
Buffet supper: served in the foyer, but eat in the hall! 

8:00-11:00
Big Sing in the bar.

Monday:

8:30 am 
Breakfast in the main hall

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR ROOMS ARE VACATED BY 10:00 am.
